returns they can process in a day. We started discussing our personal lives. Within 3 days, the box had been located, relabeled, and returned, to great sighs and smiles of relief.
You would think this might have been a good learning experience. It happened again! This time I was editing on an airplane, something I do frequently. The trip was significantly delayed and I was able to edit a greater number of papers than I expected. I had a stamped envelope with me with the correct postage so I could mail my manuscripts back before leaving for the remainder of the trip. I happily deposited my 6 hours of work and several authors' hundreds of hours of work in the hands of the U.S. Postal Service. When I returned from my trip, it was another one of those "face-paling moments." No manuscripts had found their way to the Managing Editor's desk. A call to the Post Office revealed they had an empty package and thought there were some white pages stuck with paper clips in a pile around it. First-name-basis time again! This time it was John at the "Damaged Mail" section. We described the appearance of the manuscripts, and several days later they found almost all of them and actually returned them by courier. The condition of the manuscripts made me think they were performing a type of ritual dance on the papers. Fortunately, they were all readable and salvageable. Needless to say, the tape of my dictated notes was in postal never-never land.
Lest these two tales of woe tighten your sphincters, let me give you assurances that manuscript mayhem Foot & Ankle InternationallVol. 17, No. 12/December 1996 doesn't happen at the Foot & Ankle International office. Sandy Vocke, our Managing Editor, has a specific interest in maintaining her record of no lost or misplaced manuscripts. The minute the manuscript hits our office, she numbers it, copies it, and irrevocably stores it in a fireproof, bomb-proof cabinet. We then proceed with a certain disdain for the various mail and delivery systems, because we maintain our primary back-up copy until the manuscript is published.
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I'm looking forward to a new year without postal incidents. You can be sure that your submissions are in good hands. As we send you holiday greetings and close out the year, we hope that you will all be thinking about interesting research papers, case reports, or unusual x-rays for us to help you share with the rest of the readers of Foot & Ankle International. Lowell D. Lutter, M.D.
Editor-in-Chief
Foot & Ankle International
